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Rutland Jewish Center

Early History: Founding to 1985
There has been a Jewish presence in Rutland County since the time of the Civil War. At first it was centered in the Poultney area, where the slate industry drew peddlers making their way northward from New York. Later, it shifted to West Rutland and Rutland as those towns continued to evolve into major rail and marble centers around the turn of the century. Though there is a minimal Jewish presence in West Rutland today, in 1906 a congregation named Anshei Shalom was formed there and a synagogue built.
By 1910, the Jewish population in Rutland City was growing, creating an impetus for building a formal communal organization. Services continued to be held at various locations until 1919, when a more permanent location was acquired in rented quarters in the Verder Block at the corner of Merchants Row and West Street, where the Citizens Bank now stands. In 1924, the congregation, then known as Adath Israel, was able to purchase its own building, which was located at the junction of West and Elm Streets.
1927 may go down as perhaps the most significant in the history of the Rutland Jewish Center. It was in that year that the fledgling congregation purchased—for $12,000—the Baxter Memorial Library, its present home. The Baxter Library had been built in the 1890s by the widow of rail titan Horace Henry Baxter, president of the Rutland Railroad. The Baxter estate, until its demolition in 1945, occupied the area directly across Library Avenue from the Center, which is now the site of Rutland Middle School. Traces of this Gilded Era mansion are still visible today.
Interestingly, it was a Jewish architect from New York, Arnold W. Brunner (1857–1925) who designed the Baxter Library. Brunner went on to a distinguished career that included the design of many synagogues including Temple Beth El on Fifth Avenue in New York City.
Among the early Jewish families who were instrumental in the creation of a Conservative congregation in Rutland were many names we continue to know today: Berger, Dick, Fishman, Frank, Gelvan, Ginsburg, Goldman, Kantor, Kazon, Lash, Mintzer, Rosen, Salander, Slater, Weiss and Wolk. They made the crucial early decisions and laid the foundations on which following generations have built.
Much of the history of the Rutland Jewish Center through succeeding decades can be told through the minutes of our Rutland chapter of the National Council of Jewish Women. This group, which was the predecessor of our present Sisterhood, worked tirelessly for the betterment of the Center, for the promotion of Jewish life regionally, nationally, and worldwide, as well as for the improvement of the Rutland community as a whole. One can only be amazed today at the amount of time and energy these early women devoted to the synagogue and Jewish activities—the RJC truly occupied the major part of their lives.
In October 1928, Calvin Coolidge was finishing his presidency, while the Crash of ’29, the Depression, and World War II were still in the future. The National Council of Jewish Women had a Department of Peace and our chapter had a local Chairman for Peace in the person of its then president Mrs. Samuel Frank. Each chapter was asked by National to do its share and work with other organizations to promote the goal of World Peace. And with November 11 coming up, it was only fitting to plan a program celebrating the 10th anniversary of the armistice that had ended World War I.
It was the custom at that time (and apparently for several decades thereafter) for members of the women’s group to address each other as “Mrs.” It was also the practice to be referred to in print by their husband’s name or first initial. Thus at the meeting of November 5, 1928, the following committee chairs were appointed: Ways and Means—Mrs. Abraham Dick, assisted by Mrs. Lewis Seff and Mrs. Louis Kazon; Entertainment—Mrs. Samuel Kantor assisted by Mrs. Joseph Mintzer; House—Mrs. Charles Kantor; Sick—Mrs. Hyman Wolk.
The relationship between the men’s and the women’s groups of the synagogue was one of close cooperation but also of operating in separate spheres. It was noted, for example, during the December 3, 1928 meeting of the women’s chapter: “Mr. Kayser came in during the meeting and asked us to send in a committee to confer with the men. Mrs. Dick, Mrs. Frank and Mrs. Lash were called on. They announced on their return that the men wished for our approval to raffle off a menorah at the Chanukah entertainment…charging 25 cents a chance. All present favored the idea. Our committee spoke of our plan to rent the Strand Theatre some Sunday night as another money raising venture. The men asked for a little time to think of this and if they will help us run the show.”
The plan to show a movie at the Strand came to naught, however. At the February 4, 1929 meeting it was announced that all such plans were cancelled after local ministers had protested against Sunday performances. It was decided instead to hold a box social on Sunday evening, February 10. That event did take place and a total of $66.00 was realized.
As 1928 ended, incoming president Mrs. Rosen suggested that the year’s goal be to enlarge the dining room. At the January meeting, Mrs. Blumberg presented the Center with the gift of a gas range for which she was recognized with an enthusiastic “rising vote of thanks”—or standing ovation.
The minutes of the November 5, 1929 meeting record the typical activities of the time. Millions may have been lost in the Wall Street Crash the previous week, but at the Center, bills amounting to $32.58 were voted to be paid. The December refreshment committee was appointed. A committee of men, with Mr. Abraham Dick acting as chairman, sought cooperation in holding socials once a month. Sewing was received from the Palestine Emergency Supplies Bureau, to be worked on at upcoming once-a-month sewing meetings. Mrs. Joseph Mintzer offered her home for another card party, and the secretary, Ethel Mintzer, was asked to write to National for a speaker or entertainer.
Trying to more actively involve the younger generation was a goal of the group, but at times it seemed like an uphill struggle. At the February 3, 1930 meeting, Mrs. Dick, as chairman of “junior” activities, noted that the juniors “lacked enthusiasm.” A committee of men consisting of Mr. Wolk, Mr. Kazon, and Mr. Dick addressed the women and urged them not to be discouraged. Meanwhile, an event for the “juniors” was scheduled in March in the “Parish House,” to consist of a performance of one-act playlets followed by a dance. This was later deemed to be a social as well as financial success, having raised $29.77. The money, it was decided, would be used to purchase a Victrola and records for the young people.
At a special meeting a few months later, the women voted to give the men $300 for purpose unspecified—but more than likely toward the mortgage. $5 was donated to the Palestine Lighthouse for the Blind and an additional $5 to a fund providing books and toys for the children of Palestine. Another $5 donation was made to the American Pro Falasha Committee for the Religious Education of Abyssinian Jews, evidence that Ethiopian Jewry were on Jewish radar long before 1982’s “Operation Solomon.” On the community front, $5 was sent to Children’s Aid of Vermont and $25 to the Mayor’s Emergency Fund. All this money was being raised by a continual round of card parties, socials, and suppers.
In discussing the Purim festivities of March, 1931, Ethel Mintzer cites Mrs. Dick for her “splendid work in coaching” the children for the Purim play. “The play will be long remembered by all,” she writes, and asks: “Can you still smell those delicious potato pancakes we had that evening?” The hamentaschen were so good “that words cannot describe everything.”
On October 6, 1931, Mr. Wolk addressed the ladies about the possibility of obtaining a Rabbi: “He asked our help financially and we pledged to give as much as we could. Also to attend services Friday night faithfully.”
The February 3, 1932, meeting was attended by 35 members and guests, an unusually large turnout. The sum of $19.50 was turned in by Mrs. Joseph Mintzer from a card party at her home at which the hostess saw to it “that all present were taken care of in a royal manner.” This, along with phrases such as “nothing that could contribute toward the comfort of the guests was overlooked,” was the highest accolade a hostess could receive, and the source of much pride. The guest speaker was Dr. Emilie Perkins of Mendon, a pioneer physician in the area. Entertainment was provided by a quartet of youthful saxophone players led by Arthur Wolk, then—by his own recollection—a sixth-grader and “not very good.” 
By late 1932 there was a movement afoot to start a Sunday school. “It’s up to the parents to really make this Sunday school a success by seeing that all children of school age attend,” wrote the new secretary Mrs. Irving (Minna) Godnick. By December, the Sunday school appears to have been in operation.
The meeting of October 1, 1933 was a typical one except for one chilling note: in response to events in Europe, a motion was made and passed unanimously not to purchase any German-made goods.
On June 3, 1934 a new gas stove, arranged for by Mrs. Gussie Doloff, was installed in the kitchen at a cost of $6.37. Each member was assessed 25 cents to pay for it.
At the first fall meeting of 1936, it was voted to have a “memory box” at each meeting to assist German Jewish refugees. A date for a rummage sale was set. As there was Mintzer Hall had not yet been built, the sales were held at downtown locations—often a store owned by one of the members. A sum of $52.35 was subsequently realized from the sale, which was considered “splendid.”
On November1, 1936, the Rutland Jewish community was addressed by Ludwig Lewisohn on behalf of the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal. It is likely that he offered a vivid picture of the increasingly dire situation confronting European Jews.
On December 6, 1936, mention is first made of a Rabbi Max Weine as the congregation’s spiritual leader.
By 1938 the matter of financial help for German Jewish refugee children was becoming more urgent. The Council discussed a request from National that each chapter send a sum amounting to three times the section’s membership. Also discussed was a recent local Parent Teachers Association meeting at which efforts were being mounted “toward the prevention of immorality among juveniles in the city.” It was voted to contribute $10 toward this work.
The 1937–1938 annual report notes many successes during the year. Broadcasts over station WSYB—featuring a sermon by Rabbi Weine and a singing trio—were doubled to four. The year also saw an increase in the number of after-meeting speakers and the enlargement of the Center’s kitchen.
It is May of 1939. The National Council of Jewish Women, Rutland chapter, continues to raise funds through an unceasing succession of cabaret dances, raffles, bingo games, bridge parties, masquerade parties, holiday dinners and rummage sales. Donations continue to be made to a variety of worthy causes, but money is tight to the point that all expenses should be “cut as close as possible” and that only members ill in the hospital should receive flowers while those merely sick at home must content themselves with a card. Yet despite the “strain on the treasury” $100 is frequently voted to give to “the men” to be applied to the mortgage. Perhaps as a gesture of appreciation, the men agree to be responsible for refreshments at a future meeting.
In 1940–41 the chapter decided that its project for the year would be to redecorate the walls on the main floor. The chapter was addressed by Mrs. Frank Bryant, field secretary of the Vermont Kindergarten Association, who praised the group for its efforts in Rutland at a time when free public kindergarten was to be found in only four Vermont towns.
At the February 1 meeting, Rabbi Weine spoke briefly, suggesting that three women be appointed to serve with the men on the Sunday school and Hebrew school committees. It was also decided that the study group would take place following Friday night services.
The annual report for 1941-42 began with a paragraph that eloquently summed up the existing situation: “At this time,” wrote the secretary, Pearl Rosen, “as we are about to close our books for the 1941-42 season…we can feel that it has been a most successful year despite the fact that our country is at war and times are most uncertain [yet] we have managed to go on our way much as usual.”
War Efforts

By late 1942 the impact of the World War II was being felt in a variety of ways. At one meeting, members were advised that Sabbath candles must be blacked out in case of air-raid warning. The project for the year was the purchase of a $50 defense bond toward improving the lighting system once electrical materials became available. At a later meeting, it was decided to send gifts to soldiers in the armed forces. On January 3, 1943, Mrs. Jeanne Sherman reported she had sold $537.00 in war stamps and bonds since the previous meeting. During the first week in March, eleven Center women volunteered to serve at the Central Vermont Bond Booth, a drive which ultimately resulted in sales of $14,020.75. Meanwhile, Mrs. Morris Doloff, serving as chairman of the Rutland County Drive for Clothes for Russian Relief, urged fellow members to bring clothing to the Hotel Bardwell basement store. During the year 1942–43, many members worked for the Red Cross, rolling bandages, sewing and knitting. Various members held parties to raise money for the Service to the Foreign-Born fund, and gift boxes continued to be sent to “boys in service.”
In March of 1943, Rabbi Weine submitted his resignation in order to accept a position in Camden, New Jersey. He addressed his farewell message to the men and women of the congregation downstairs, where they had adjourned for a box social.
In very short order, Rabbi Ludwig Roeder was hired. A reception for him was held after the service on March 26. This was just two days after the chapter had held a farewell party for one of its esteemed members, the departing rebbetzin, Mrs. May Weine.
On April 4, 1943, Mrs. Gussie Doloff announced that she would sell her homemade Pesach borscht for 50 cents a gallon, all proceeds to go to the Service to the Foreign Born fund.
Rabbi Roeder suggested having a Community Seder and the membership responded enthusiastically.
At the first meeting of the 1943–44 season held in October, president Rose Weiss declared that the chapter’s aim for the year was “to do all within our power to build morale, lend comfort and give pleasure to our boys who are serving our country.” At the meeting, an announcement was made that a delightful time had been had by all at the bar mitzvah of Teddy Munsat. Among the new members who were welcomed was Mrs. Walter (Margot) Gartner.
The 1943–44 annual report by secretary Helen Ginsburg was unusual in that it departed from customary listing of events and activities, funds raised, and donations made. Instead, she offered an emotional tribute to her fellow members for their “unsung courage, confidence and constraint” in dealing with challenges of the times. If it were in her power, a “good conduct ribbon” would be presented to “the wives, mothers, and sisters of those in service for not hiding behind the cloak of their anxiety. Instead, they spread like a contagion, their willingness to do, to smile, in the promotion of our business and social functions.” Therefore “a service medal is hereby awarded to all officers & committee members who distinguished themselves by excellence in service…during a year which tried endurance in added burdens, scarcity of woman-power and materials with which to labor.”
“By the documentary evidence,” she concluded, “of your share in war bond sales, donations, participation in national affairs, service to the Red Cross and interest in civic betterments have you met your responsibilities…By precept and example can you feel free to teach your sons and daughters the honor of serving such a country as America.”
The tenure of Rabbi Roeder proved to be less than two years. It is not mentioned what circumstances prompted Rabbi Roeder’s departure. A motion was made and carried that the president join with the men in seeking a Hebrew teacher if a new rabbi were not available so that the children could keep up with their Hebrew studies.
In the minutes of the January 7, 1945, meeting, it was noted that “a very happy Mrs. Dick donated $5.00 to the Happy Day Fund, because of the safe homecoming of her son Arthur.”
At the March 4 meeting, Mrs. Dick made a second $5.00 donation to the Happy Day Fund, this time on the recent marriage of her son Arthur to Miss Ruth Koeppel. At this meeting letters from “our boys” were read expressing thanks for the Chanukah boxes. The letters were from Marvin Berger, Norman Adelman, Irving Slater, Arthur Wolk, Raymond Kantor, and Louis Rome. The evening’s speaker, a Dutch journalist, addressed the group about conditions existing in the occupied countries.
On April 29, 1945 the chapter hosted at the Center the annual business meeting of the Vermont Jewish Council, involving more than 90 people. “Nothing but words of praise were heard for the magnificent job done by our committee,” wrote the secretary. She continued, “In addition to the foregoing we served refreshments at the U.S.O., volunteered for work at the Victory Shop, had card parties for the Refugee Fund, sent boxes to our boys in service, worked on Red Cross canteen work, made donations to the Elizabeth Lund Home, Community Chest and others. We also had charge of two WAC luncheons.”
At the annual meeting of May, 1945, “a plea was made by our president for Zionist membership.” At the October meeting Mrs. Ginsburg pointed out that the chapter should be very happy and thankful to have all our boys return safely. At this meeting it was announced that Rabbi Handler had appointed a Religious Committee to consist of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mintzer, Mr. and Mrs. Nate Goldman, and Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Hackel. The duties of this committee “are to see that all children attending the Center affairs behave and not romp around.”
At the November11, 1945, meeting it was announced that Rabbi Handler would issue a bulletin prior to every holiday which would contain a personal column called “Dots & Dashes.” Mrs. Helen Ginsburg “urged us all to study Palestine, so that we may know how to answer our Christian neighbors intelligently.”
Less than a month later an announcement was made that a major event was to take place. On December 9 there would be a Burning of the Mortgage party! Having over a period of more than 15 years contributed $100, $150, and $200 to this cause at every opportunity, the women of the Council could feel justifiably proud of being full partners in the attainment of this milestone. The occasion was celebrated amid “much rejoicing and merriment.” The evening also witnessed the formal installation of Rabbi Handler. Welcomed as new members were Mrs. Arthur Dick, Mrs. Raymond Kantor, and Mrs. Sol Meyer.
The year 1946 opened with some recommendations that suggested the women were becoming more assertive in their role in the synagogue. The minutes note that “it was thought advisable to meet at least once a year with the main group, sharing our viewpoints on matters of interest to the Center. A suggestion was also made that a few women be on the committee with the men in planning all renovations inasmuch as we contribute also.” The latter observation was emphasized by a vote to contribute $75.00 to the men, “this amount being one half the Sunday school expenses, which we had previously agreed to share.”
In March of 1946 Mrs. Lewis Salander was appointed chairman to purchase gifts for the Sunday school teachers as well as for Shirley Mehl who was to be married to Daniel Myers on March 19. On April 7, a joint meeting was held at which Lewis Salander, president of the Rutland Jewish Center, offered a special welcome to William Seff and Bernard Dick, who had just returned from overseas. It appears that rationing must have still been in effect, for “it was made known that sugar for the Food Sale to be held April 26 would be distributed after the meeting for all those who desired it for baking.”
It was also decided that “inasmuch as there were several organizations now functioning at the Center, the Men’s House Committee and ours would meet at a not too distant date to specifically outline our duties in regard to keeping the building, linens, etc. clean at all times.”
In 1947 the issue of a new Jewish nation in its ancestral homeland of Palestine was of increasing urgency. It was announced at the May meeting that the synagogue’s “Junior Young Judeans” were sponsoring a picture and play on Palestine at the city library and all were urged to attend. In August it was announced that there would be a speaker on “the Palestine question” at Shawnee Institute on Elfin Lake.
At the October meeting it was reported that the chairman of the Membership and Hospitality Committee had visited and welcomed no fewer than ten new members, such was the growth of the Jewish population of the city and area in those days. The chapter at that time numbered 73 members. Within a week’s period there would be the first cooking classes of the season at the Ravits’, a meeting of the Vermont Jewish Council at the Rutland Armory with the Center women serving dinner, and the installation of Zionist officers. Congratulations were offered to Mr. & Mrs. Dan Myers on the birth of their son Robert.
Early in 1947 the chapter paid its respects to one of its earliest and staunchest members, Mrs. Alice Wolk, who had just passed away.
At the December meeting it was announced that the guest speaker at the next B’nai B’rith meeting would be Captain Harry Sperber, chief interpreter at the Nuremberg trials.
On February 1, 1948, a moment of silence was observed in memory of Joseph Mintzer and Meyer Isenberg. On March 7, Mrs. Rose Weiss, chairman of the stove project, announced that she had $173.27 toward the stove -- $75 from the cooking and bridge classes, $30.27 from the stationery sale, and $68 in donations forthcoming on the actual purchase of the stove. Three members were promptly dispatched to pick out a “six burner, double oven gas stove, and soon, too!” On May 11, it was reported that a purchase had been made—an electric stove! Of course, three days later across the seas an event of far greater significance occurred as David Ben-Gurion proclaimed the new state of Israel.
It was also announced at this time that the chapter had made a profit of $1,629.25 from a “Pops concert” it had sponsored at the Rutland Armory. Nearly 450 tickets were sold to the event and $1,775-worth of ads were sold for the program booklet. The concert was deemed so successful that the chapter overwhelmingly decided to incorporate a new entity, “Pops” Concerts of Vermont, Inc., with the Secretary of State. Another venture of the chapter under the aegis of its Health and Welfare Committee, which was chaired by Mrs. Samuel Frank, was its Mental Hygiene Program. Mrs. Frank’s efforts were recognized at the National level when she was invited to serve on its Social Welfare Board.
At the meeting of October 10, 1948, Mrs. Levenson, the president, congratulated the following:
–The Werner Gartners on the arrival of their son Steven Gary.
–The Arthur Dicks on the birth of their son Michael, as well as the grandparents, the Abe Dicks and the Koeppels.
–The Sol Meyerses on the birth of their daughter Laura.
–The Morris Wolks on the arrival of their son Allen.
–The Meyer Hackels on their 25th wedding anniversary.
At the November 14 meeting Bernard Rome, representing the Young Judeans, appealed for financial assistance in purchasing some games that would “further the interest of our young folks in getting together.” Rabbi Handler urged that a box of clothing be collected and sent to the newly declared state of Israel which at that moment was engaged in a war for survival against surrounding nations which had attacked it at the moment of its birth.
At the March 6, 1949 meeting Mrs. Muhlberg congratulated the Walter Gartners on the arrival of a new son Allen.
The May, 1949 meeting opened with a prayer honoring and giving thanks for the first anniversary of the State of Israel.
April, 1950. A time of births and marriages. The Bill Drazins and Arthur Dicks are congratulated on the arrival of daughters and the Henry Weisses on the birth of their son. The 3rd annual “Pops” Concert is being planned and will feature the Vermont Symphony Orchestra. The Service to the Foreign Born chairman, Mrs. Doloff, announces no additional boxes are needed but urges that future aid be directed to New Americans in the community. There will be a Zionist meeting the following week featuring movies of Israel. It is noted that May 5 has been designated “Liberation Day” and special services will be held to commemorate the 5th anniversary of the complete liberation of the major concentration camps by American armies.
On October 1 the chapter, “flush” with a profit of $1,027 from the latest “Pops” concert, voted to give the men $500 toward a fund for a new building.
On November 5, Arthur Dick asked for the floor to invite the women of Council to attend a buffet supper and dance in honor of the Rutland Jewish Center’s “25th anniversary.” He also requested that an effort be made by Council members to attend one Friday night service each month.
A year later there was yet another successful “Pops” concert, this one raising $1,002.50. Again the women directed $500 to the men toward the new building fund.
At the meeting of February 4, 1952, Arthur Dick, sent as an emissary from the men’s meeting, appealed for everyone’s support toward the construction of a new building “for the good and welfare of our children and Rutland Jewry.”
At the meeting of May, 1952, Estelle Seff reported that she had sent Passover boxes to all of “our boys in service” who at that time included Newman Rome, Edward Godnick, Norman Lash, Ben Muhlberg, and Paul Hackel. The meeting closed with the singing of Hatikvah to celebrate the fourth anniversary of the State of Israel.
As it entered 1953 the chapter continued with its schedule of study group meetings held every month or so at the home of a member. One such session brought together Father Joyce, Dr. Rice and Rabbi Handler for a program on “Brotherhood.” Another meeting featured a Prof. Bourcier from Middlebury College speaking on the United Nations.
In February 1954, it was announced that the local chapter would be hosting the Vermont Federation of Women’s Clubs. The program featured a panel on family living. Judge Angelo Spero praised Jewish families and noted that there had never been a Jewish youth brought to the juvenile court for delinquency. On April 4, Clarice Ravit reported that the Vermont Jewish Youth Council had held a very successful three-day conference here in Rutland, evidencing the key role the Rutland Jewish Center played during those years in statewide Jewish as well as secular activity.
In 1954, the synagogue celebrated the Tercentenary of Jewry in America. Shortly afterward, the women decided to pledge $3,000 to the Building Fund over a period of five years. It was later specified that this money would be directed to the building of a new kitchen. The new slate of officers included Ruth Dick, Reva Stein, Gert Lash, Shirley Kazon, and Celia Rome.
It is recorded that in April, 1955 “we sadly lowered our heads in a moment of silent prayer for one of our beloved, ex-president Mary Muhlberg.”
At the February, 1956 meeting, a very encouraging report on the progress of the new building was presented to the Council by Donald Hackel. Final architect’s plans and specifications had been approved and a few weeks hence would see the opening of bids from five contractors; construction would begin in the spring. A committee of women would be appointed to draw up plans for the new kitchen.
The construction of what would subsequently become known as Mintzer Memorial Hall progressed rapidly during 1956. A tea on December 2 would serve as the dedication of the “new Center” along with an open house.
A request from Rabbi Handler that the chapter again sponsor the Ministerial Dinner is discussed at some length. Having sponsored this dinner a number of times over the years, the Council again agreed to do it on the condition that “someone else” finance it. This subsequently turned out to be “the men” in the form of the local B’nai B’rith chapter which allotted $50.00.
Apparently, up to this point the Center’s kitchen hadn’t been kosher, for—after a great deal of discussion—it was moved by Gussie Doloff that “an attempt be made to have a kosher-style kitchen at least to the extent of having two sets of dishes, silver, & pots and pans.” Various members then made contributions toward the new dishes. At a meeting in February 1957, a motion was approved requiring that any meat to be served in the building had to be kosher and also had to be cooked in the Center’s kitchen.
At the March 3 meeting, Betsy Ravit reported on her experiences as a delegate to Girls’ State, and the projector for a film-strip program on the National Council of Jewish Women’s work in Israel was run by James Salander. At the suggestion of Rabbi Handler, it was again agreed to have a one-day gathering of the Vermont Jewish Council at the Center involving a luncheon or dinner for about 100. The monthly meeting of the Hebrew School PTA took place later that month, featuring a speech by General Leonard Wing. On April 11, Rabbi Handler led a model seder with the children, which was broadcast on WSYB. And at the end of that month the chapter hosted a two-day convention of the Vermont Jewish Youth Council. Such was the unceasing round of activity that characterized these largely-forgotten decades.
The new slate of officers for 1957–58 were Reva Stein, Shirley Kazon, Hanna Kantor, Shirley Myers, Ruth Rogoff , Evelyn Myers, Jean Berger, Rose Hackel and Faye Vipler.
At the Friday, May 17 service a new Torah was presented to the Center by the Weiss family. The annual dinner meeting of the chapter was held June 6 at the Hotel Bardwell.
At a board meeting on September 30, 1957, it was reported that the chapter had a membership goal of 84…and was very close to it!
In  May of 1957 the Council sponsored another of its “Pops” concerts, this time switching both the venue and the performing artists. Instead of having the Vermont Symphony Orchestra under its longtime director, Alan Carter, perform at the Armory, the event featured a musical sextet from the Boston Lyric Theatre performing at the high school auditorium. The change was well received, and $1,256 was raised.
The acquisition of a suitable, functioning public-address system for the synagogue is not a new concern, as is indicated by a motion made during a meeting in November, 1957 that “Council contribute not more than $135.00 to the cost of a P.A. system, provided B’nai Brith and the Hebrew school PTA do likewise.”
The annual report for 1958 describes another year of accomplishment. The co-chairmen of the Geriatric Committee, Mary Weiss and Irene Trop, arranged many parties for the aged, blind, and handicapped at the Reformatory, with Governor Johnson and Lieutenant Governor Stafford often in attendance. Hilde Gartner and Pearl Rosen were cited for their tireless efforts on behalf of maintaining the Bookwagon at Rutland Hospital, putting in hundreds of hours delivering books and magazines to patients. Gussie Doloff and Hilde Gartner accompanied Rabbi Handler to the Brandon Training School and even as far as the Brattleboro Retreat, bringing Jewish residents appropriate food treats and gifts for holiday parties. Meanwhile, holiday parties for the children of the shul were arranged through the efforts of Ruth Pearson and Margot Gartner, while Hannah Kantor and Rosalie Harris kept the women busy working on their quota of cancer dressings. The Council ran a successful rummage sale, again sponsored a successful and profitable “Pops,” and held a card party and bake sale. Council had hosted the Vermont Jewish Youth Council convention, involving feeding and housing 75 youngsters. In addition, a celebration, chaired by June Salander, had been held in honor of the 10th anniversary of the State of Israel. Two of the chapter’s members, Ruth Dick and Jeanne Sherman, had won national recognition with their appointment as members of National’s Public Affairs Committee. On the wider community front, Council took charge, for the first time, of the Mother’s March on Polio and worked as well for the Bloodmobile and Community Child Care. The Vermont Federation of Women’s Clubs was hosted at a tea in the shul when they held their convention here that year. The year also saw bar mitzvahs and bat mitzvahs…Eddie Gartner, Neil Trop, Betty Fuchs, and Andrea Becker.
Just reading about it is exhausting, much less actually doing it. And yet at a board meeting in the fall of 1958, there was talk of the Rutland chapter needing “a shot in the arm.” It was noted that while membership had reached 78 in 1956–57 it had slipped to 68 for 1957–58.
The year 1959 saw the usual round of activities, though each year discussion became longer on whether to continue “Pops.” The chapter had been sponsoring the concerts, originally the brainchild of Jeanne Sherman, for a decade and they had been successful but quite demanding in terms of time and effort. The group also experienced difficulty in finding a willing candidate to assume the presidency, and June Salander, who had served previously, agreed to accept the reins for another term. It also appeared that Rabbi Handler would be departing, for on October 14, 1959, a farewell luncheon meeting in honor of Mrs. Gert Handler and attended by 57 women was held at Prouse’s Restaurant. June Salander voiced regret at the departure of Mrs. Handler who responded with “a short touching speech.” Some time in late November, a formal farewell party was held at the Center for Rabbi Handler. On December 6 a moment of silent prayer was observed in memory of the late Hyman Wolk, one of the Rutland Jewish Center’s original founders. It will be remembered that back in 1911, Mr. Wolk was one of the original subscribers who had petitioned the state for a charter for Congregation Adath Israel. In the spring of that year he had been sent to New York with $45 to purchase a Sefer Torah. On a happy note, 1959 also witnessed the bar mitzvah of Israel Mac, one of the last to be performed by Rabbi Handler.
Rabbi and Mrs. Solomon Goldberg
The year 1960 sets the stage for the next several decades at the Center for it brings to the Rutland community Rabbi Solomon Goldberg, a 30-year-old rabbi just out of Jewish Theological Seminary and undertaking his first full-time pulpit. The new rebbetzin, Marilyn, is a gifted vocalist and shares the new rabbi’s passion for Conservative Judaism. The earliest we learn of Rabbi Goldberg’s presence is on September 8, when it is announced at a board meeting that he would like Council to sponsor an adult education program. In the meantime, Mrs. Goldberg has joined Council and is asked to serve on a committee charged with evaluating the needs of the shul. The rabbi makes a very strong case for obtaining additional textbooks and supplies for the religious school, and on December 4 Council votes to furnish $800 for this acquisition.
Meanwhile, it was voted not to sponsor a “Pops” in the coming year but rather to replace it as a fund-raiser with a Bazaar and other events. The bar mitzvahs celebrated in 1960 included those of Nathan Perchenik, Samuel Ravit, and Robert Myers.
One of the chapter’s first acts of 1961 was to donate $25.00 towards sending the Rutland High School Band to Washington, D.C., where it was to march in the inaugural parade for the new president, John F. Kennedy. At that time the chapter had established a Teen-Age Room in the Center though it still lacked drapes. There was also a Judaica shop under the direction of Ilse Fuchs. In April, congratulations were extended to Rabbi and Mrs. Goldberg on the birth of their son, and a “rising vote of thanks” was accorded Helaine Freeman for her chairmanship of the annual “Donors” which had raised $819.00. During this period there were eight b’nai mitzvahs! They included the bar mitzvah celebrations of Robert Myers, Steven Gartner, Martin Weiss, Richard Sherman, Michael Becker, and Alan Wolk, and the bat mitzvahs of Linda Lash and Laura Meyer. Meanwhile, new babies were born to Marilyn Goldberg, Jean Berger, Nonnie Lash, and Sonia Hackel. At the annual meeting in June, outgoing president June Salander was presented with an engraved silver bowl “in appreciation of her devoted service to a grateful membership.”
At the September meeting it was suggested that Council should “spearhead some community action in Civil Defense.” During this era fear of nuclear attack from the Soviet Union reached its peak and many measures were taken to prepare for that possibility. The new committee distributed pamphlets on Family Fallout Shelters.
President Freeman also introduced the selection of a Council volunteer-of-month. The first honoree was Lena Mehl, while subsequent recipients would include Gussie Doloff, Rose Hackel, June Salander, Irene Friedman, Rosalie Harris, Marilyn Goldberg, Hilde Gartner, Min Godnick, Jeanne Sherman, Gert Lash, Mary Weiss, and Bertha Kantor.
The Interfaith Breakfast of Fall 1961 was attended by 160 women and featured a well-received program of Jewish customs and music presented by Rabbi and Marilyn Goldberg.
Secession from National?
For a long time tensions had been growing with National over the matter of annual dues quotas and other assessments. The chapter felt the $600 annual dues was excessive for a small chapter, which as a de facto Sisterhood, was doing everything in its power to support the shul. Matters came to a head in early 1962, when a move to secede from National gained momentum. At a special meeting in January a vote was taken to secede, but because a quorum was not present the move was declared invalid. Discussion continued and finally on June 2 a second vote was taken and a majority of 19–12 favored secession. However, since a two-thirds majority was required, the measure did not pass and for a while the issue would recede into the background.
The Bazaar of 1961 having raised only $392, the chapter in 1962 revived “Pops.” The concert featured the Don Cossack Chorus and raised over $1,500. It was voted that the proceeds of “Pops” for that year be directed towards the purchase of chairs for the Rutland Jewish Center (a recent function had required that chairs be borrowed from the nearby Italian Club).
In April, Margot Gartner made a contribution to the Happy Day Fund in honor of the bar mitzvah of her son Allen. In May, Council was urged by Rabbi Goldberg to fund partial scholarships for attendance by our teenagers at Camp U.S.Y. in Hancock, N.Y. Approved were four scholarships of $31 each, half the cost of a week at camp.
At the October meeting, six new members were welcomed. The Ravits were congratulated on the marriage of their daughter Betsy, the Tanens on the birth of their son David Harvey, and the Munsats on the marriage of their son. Concerning the rummage sale, perennial chairman Gussie Doloff announced a striking innovation—the sale would take place at the Rutland Jewish Center!
In November, Bobby Myers, Eddie Gartner, and Alan Wolk reported “with a lot of humor” on their experiences at Camp U.S.Y. The program consisted of a lively discussion of the current best-seller, The Rothschilds.
At the January 1963 gathering, minutes dating from 1929 were read, and members enjoyed hearing how things were done then (probably not all that differently from the way they were currently being done). “Many members elaborated on some of the items,” secretary Helene Lambert wrote, “and warm reminiscences were evoked.” The chapter was addressed that night by Bernard Kazon, on Rutland’s urban renewal program, after which it joined “the men” for their annual installation of officers. As no had come forward to chair the coming year’s “Pops,” consideration was given to dropping it, but at a special board meeting Reva Stein stepped in to grasp the reins while Adrienne Tanen and Rose Weiss offered to chair the ad book.
At the February meeting, a letter was read from the Hebrew University High School committee thanking the Rutland section for fulfilling its $350 commitment.
At the June meeting the following slate of officers was approved for the years 1963–65: Jeanne Sherman, Shirley Goldman, Adrienne Tanen. Harriet Rosenberg , Marilyn Steinberg and Shirley Myers.
No fewer than three of our teenagers represented the Rutland community that year at Girls’ State and Boys’ State—Barbara Wolk, Sam Ravit and Irving (Israel) Mac. Following the installation ceremony for new officers, the meeting was adjourned for a performance of Carmen Cohen, an “opera” sung by Center members both male and female and directed by Reva Stein. 1963 was also notable for the singing of a 10-voice choir that had been formed by the rabbi and that enriched High Holiday services.
The minutes of December 1963 and early 1964 make no mention of the event that rocked the nation and the world at that time—the assassination of President Kennedy. The larger political issues of the day do penetrate, nevertheless, as the chapter, under the guidance of its public affairs chairman Margaret Dick, endorses National’s support of the Civil Rights movement and members purchase and wear buttons to show their solidarity.
The year 1963–64, as described in the Annual Report, was another busy one filled with activities and service both to the Center and the general community. In April the chapter received a special honor from National’s Northeast Region in the form of a plaque awarded for having achieved the highest annual increase in membership in the division for that year.
At the October, 1964 meeting, members were reminded by President Sherman of their commitment both to the synagogue and the community. Major events coming up included the annual Interfaith Breakfast which would again take place at the Center. Mrs. Meyer Hackel and Mrs. Dan Myers were to be in charge of food, while the program would be taken care of by Rabbi and Marilyn Goldberg together with Mrs. George Stein. Also coming up was the Vermont Jewish Youth Council’s Fall Conclave, again to be held in Rutland. Mrs. Walter Gartner, the Youth Activities chair, was in charge of the event and called on all members for assistance in providing housing, food, and chaperones. Finally, members were reminded that the 20th anniversary rummage sale was to take place the following month and needed were hangers and paper bags, to say nothing of rummage itself.
At the November meeting it was noted that Mr. George Pearson had offered to buy a new Bookwagon for the Rutland Hospital in memory of his wife, Ruth Pearson, who had devoted so much of her time and energy to the Bookwagon.
In December, Mrs. Doloff reported on another successful rummage sale, this one raising $559. But as an indication that perhaps some kind of turning point was being reached, she requested that another chairman be found for next year’s sale. In tribute to Mrs. Doloff, in the next Annual Report, secretary Margaret Dick wrote: “Mrs. Gussie Doloff, our chairman for that many [20] years, again did a remarkable task remarkably well. Council cannot express the gratitude she so richly deserves. We know she deserves the privilege of retiring, but we know, too, that there will never be another like her.”
1965 was a year in which Council took stock of itself and found that some major changes were needed. It started on a high note in January with the chapter being presented a special citation from the General Federation of Women’s Clubs as well as The Sears Roebuck Foundation for outstanding leadership in improving community life. By March, however, serious concern was being voiced about diminishing attendance at meetings and loss of active participation, particularly among younger members. Because attendance had failed to reach a quorum at a series of meetings, two of the major fundraisers, “Pops” and the annual bridge party, had gone by the boards with serious consequences to the treasury. It seemed that the bulk of the labor was constantly falling to the same veteran crew.
Alarmed by the situation, the board met with younger members to obtain their open and frank views. Among the criticisms heard were too many meetings, too much business discussion at meetings, Sunday a poor meeting night, poor orientation for new members, and too many fund-raising projects. Several felt that “program content should be limited to things particularly pertinent to Jewish women, that there should be a dissociation from National on a trial basis,” and that “support, financial and otherwise, be limited to our Center, religious school, and Rutland community services.”
The board determined that many of these criticisms were valid. While it did not support leaving National, primarily because of the strong attachment still felt by older members, it did recommend reducing the number of regular meetings, holding more board meetings at which business could be conducted, changing the meeting night to Tuesday, and raising dues to “partially compensate for lack of planned fund-raisers.” All of these recommendations were approved the following month by the general membership.
In installing the new officers, Rabbi Goldberg spoke about Council’s dual role as a service organization and as a Temple Sisterhood. He felt it could continue in both roles but did emphasize the furthering of Judaism in the community and promoting an understanding of what it meant to be a Jew.
In April, 1966, Rabbi Goldberg read a memorial prayer for Mrs. Samuel (Anna) Frank, who, in 1928, had become the first president of the Rutland section, National Council of Jewish Women.
In May, it was announced that National had recognized the accomplishments of two of the chapter’s long-time members. Mrs. Meyer Hackel was honored with a “Diamond Jubilee Jewel” Award and Mrs. Morris Doloff was presented with a Leadership Award.
The chapter’s long and sometimes difficult relationship with National was considered. This time, it was clear what the prevailing sentiment was. In a closed-ballot vote, the 27 members present voted 20–3 in favor or leaving National and becoming a locally-based organization. It was a watershed moment in the history of the Center’s women’s group.
In the fall of 1966 the synagogue women’s group was at least unofficially being called the Rutland Jewish Center Sisterhood. With the increase in dues from $5 to $10 and dissociation from National with its quotas and assessments, fund-raising was no longer the all-consuming priority it had been. The rummage sale, however, did continue to be the principal source of income, and the latest one brought in $478.00. Also at this time, Rabbi Goldberg instituted an adult study program in which groups of six to eight would each select and pursue a topic related to Judaism. It was at the November meeting that a moment of silence was observed in memory of another of the chapter’s long-serving members, Lena Mehl, mother of Shirley Myers.
At this time the RJC women continued to maintain an active association with women’s groups from the city’s churches. A dozen of them attended that year’s Interfaith Breakfast in October at the Baptist Church. In December we were also represented at the Interfaith Christmas party at the Trinity Church.
The minutes of the March 28, 1967 meeting contain the following paragraph describing improvements to the synagogue’s physical plant:
“Paul Hackel told us what is going on at the shul. They now have a full-time janitor. The former men’s meeting room upstairs is completely renovated. The Libby Lash Lounge is now being worked on. It will have a home-type environment. There is to be a new bimah upstairs. The women’s meeting room is also being remodeled. The bathroom is being removed and permanent clothes-racks installed. Also portable racks will be purchased. It is hoped that all the work will be done by April 30. The majority of women were against the removal of the upstairs lavatory.”
The meeting of May 2, 1967, was held in the Libby Lash Lounge, perhaps the first meeting being held in this space. At the gathering, Rabbi Goldberg explained how the $800 donated annually by Sisterhood toward the operation of the religious school was being spent. He also described the school’s four main areas of instruction, which were: (1) Hebrew language, (2) Holidays and customs, (3) Prayer and prayer books, and (4) Jewish values and ideas.
The following slate of officers was nominated and approved for 1968–1969: Shirley Rosen, President; Betsy Chase, Vice- President; Nonnie Lash, Treasurer; Beatrice Kantor, Secretary.
In May, 1968 the Sisterhood was again addressed by Rabbi Goldberg, who described efforts to establish in Rutland a community center which would serve families in need. The proposed project would be under the auspices of the Bennington-Rutland Opportunity Council (BROC). A successful center had been established in Bennington, but so far in Rutland a suitable facility had not been found. The local Ministerial Association suggested area religious organizations consider a $5 monthly contribution to rent a space, and our Sisterhood promptly responded with a $60 annual pledge.
In October, 1968, Reva Stein was congratulated on her election as president of the area Interfaith Council. And a moment of silence was observed to mark the passing of Myer Hackel.
In January, 1969, a luncheon meeting was held at Royal’s Hearthside. Gussie Doloff said all the women enjoyed the lunch so much “we should have it there more often.” The menu consisted of sherry, tossed salad, hot popovers, rolls & bread, baked cod, stuffed potato, asparagus, coffee, sherbet or fruit cup. Such were lunches in those days at Royal’s Hearthside.
Women Demand the Vote
After all they had contributed to the Rutland Jewish Center over five decades it wasn’t until October 17, 1973, that the women of Sisterhood passed the following motion:“…that the women members of the Rutland Jewish Center be given voting rights in the congregation and that they also be eligible to serve on the board.”The text of the motion was forwarded in a letter to then Center president Norman Lash with the following request included: “We would appreciate the Board of Trustees giving favorable consideration to this motion at their next meeting.”
Nearly eight months later it appeared that the women’s request had yet to be acted upon, for in the minutes of the June 3, 1974, meeting, which was held at Barber’s Restaurant in Mendon, the following sentence is included: “Sonya Hackel read a statement and suggested that we reiterate and reinforce the original request that the women be allowed voting privileges in the Rutland Jewish Center.”
A motion to this effect was made by Shirley Rosen and seconded by Evelyn Westebbe. It was passed with 23 yes votes, five negatives, and two abstentions.
Again there is a lapse of several months with no news of any action taken by the men of the Center. There is some evidence that Sisterhood members were unhappy with this ongoing reluctance to take up the issue because, as recorded on October 9, 1974, when asked to serve refreshments at the next Center meeting, a motion was made and seconded that “we respectfully decline” and it was passed unanimously.
It wasn’t until a bit more than a year after that, on October 15, 1975, that Evelyn Westebbe made a motion that Sisterhood vote to support the already passed Constitutional amendment to give the women full ritual rights.
Elsewhere it is recorded that in June of 1975 the congregation voted women “the right to be counted in the minyan and to read from the Torah.” Evelyn Westebbe was the first woman to lead a Friday evening service and to chant a haftorah not in connection with a bat mitzvah. It is presumed that the vote to grant women full voting rights in the synagogue occurred during this same period.
At the meeting of June 2 1976 it was reported that the Sisterhood had 59 paid members. The new officers serving for 1976–77 were: Shirley Meyers, President; Adrienne Tanen, Vice President; Madeline Sherman, Secretary; and Pearl Gluck, Treasurer.
In November 1976 it was decided to sponsor Oneg Shabbats following each Friday evening service. Madeline Sherman offered to contact the rabbi for the dates and notify members, as well as complete a list of who would be responsible.
Meanwhile, a committee had evaluated all suggestions for spending funds and recommended that carpeting be purchased to carpet the upstairs vestibule, the stairway down to the Lash Lounge, the hallway connecting the two buildings, and the area immediately outside Mintzer auditorium. A motion to act favorably on an estimate from Godnick’s Furniture for $950 was made and passed.
At the meeting of February 9, 1977 Sisterhood was addressed by Mrs. Joseph O’Neill on the subject of the Community Child Care Center or, as it was more popularly known, the Well Baby Clinic. As this service had been started at the Rutland Jewish Center decades before by Council’s first president, Mrs. Anna Frank, and had benefited from the involvement of Jewish women ever since, a fuller description of its activities is merited.
Mrs. Frank described how the clinic originated at the Center, then moved to the old hospital and now the new one. The minutes record: “Dr. Emilie Perkins was the original physician, then Dr. Arthur Wolk began to help out when the load became too heavy in the program for pre-schoolers. Eleven churches contribute $10 each and the organization also receives support from the United Fund. About 20–25 children are examined at each meeting, which takes place on the first Thursday of each month. Drs. Wolk, Fagan, Hession, and Baker take turns; they also have nurses. All are volunteers. Children are weighed, given physicals and vitamins (which are purchased for them) and clothing which is bought at rummage sales, etc….Mrs. Irving Mac and Mrs. Bernard Dick have served as volunteers. An important part of the Clinic is the dental program, which extends through high school. Referrals are made by the school hygienist. Both the PTO and PTA bring coffee and cookies. Reports are sent to the Public Health Department.”
About this time Sisterhood adopted a revised constitution. The official name of the organization as designated in Article I was to be the Rutland Jewish Center Sisterhood. Its purpose was to “support the constitution and by-laws of the Rutland Jewish Center; to encourage the customs, traditions, and religious laws of Conservative Judaism; to encourage and support the religious school, to encourage and support community service; and to provide scholarships when appropriate.”
As 1979 dawned, Sisterhood had 72 members, of which 56 were paid up. Twice yearly rummage sales continued to serve as the mainstay fund-raiser and were now netting close to or just over $1,000 each. An art auction had been tried the previous November and had also proved successful. Other activities of the time included, at the suggestion of the rabbi, a dinner for college students returning for the December holiday period. Meanwhile, refreshments were provided for Red Cross blood drawings and interest was shown in reviving the idea of a Center gift shop service. The first meeting of the year ended with a lecture on wine tasting by the Center’s leading oenophile, Robert Tepper, who followed his talk with an enjoyable “workshop.”
More fundraising ideas, including a Las Vegas Nite and a Chinese Auction, were discussed at the February meeting. The evening’s program featured a presentation by the rabbi on “Orthodox Judaism—Is It Male Chauvinistic?” Wrote secretary Ruth Sher: “Although many of us felt the answer was ‘Yes’ at the beginning of the discussion, Rabbi Goldberg succeeded in giving us second thoughts.”
In late March, 1979 the regular meeting was postponed as a special celebration was held at the Center in honor of the signing of a peace treaty between Israel and Egypt. For many, this might have been a bittersweet moment as thoughts returned to the Yom Kippur service of October, 1973, when, at about 2:00 p.m., Lew Salander ascended the bimah to announce that a coordinated surprise attack had been launched on Israel on this the holiest day of the Jewish calendar. The situation was dire, as Egyptian forces had succeeded in crossing the Suez Canal and Syrian forces were storming the Golan Heights. The service was interrupted to offer special prayers for the safety of the State of Israel. There is no question that, for our congregation, that day took on more than the usual significance as further news reports were anxiously awaited. Some of us expected the world would be outraged that a sneak attack had been launched on Israel on Yom Kippur, when the nation would be in shul, but it didn’t happen. It was a lesson learned.
The late 1970s and 1980s brought to the fore a surge of new and younger members into Sisterhood. The names of Karen Gartner, Shelley Gartner, Sandra Gartner, Madeline Sherman, Bonnie Cohen, Jane Kalina, Brenda Cohen, Shelley Goodman, Cookie Mac, Nancy Stein, Denise Arnold, Susan Dick, and Marcia Arnold appeared more frequently in the minutes as they played a vital role and took up positions of responsibility. Sheryl Tepper served a particularly productive term as president, as did Betsy Chase and Evelyn Westebbe, while numerous other members, including Ruth Sher, Ruth Rosenberg, Shirley Rosen, Shirley Goldman, Lee Warshaw, Phyllis Aliber, Lee Rohe, and Ginger Marx made important contributions. More and more the group drew guidance, both practical and inspirational, from Marilyn Goldberg.
It was during this period that the first Kosher Yankee cookbook was published and proved to be an overwhelming success. As of the end of February, 1984, a total of nearly $2,400 had been realized from the sale of the cookbook. The profits from this venture ultimately went at least in part to purchase the large round tables that are used to this day for dinners and other major events at the Center. It wasn’t just the financial success of the Kosher Yankee that was important however; the cookbook, by virtue of the extent and variety of its recipes (some of which had been handed down for generations), became something of a collector’s item and enjoyed wide popularity in both the Jewish and general communities. Copies found their way to towns and cities far beyond Rutland.
Jewish women meanwhile continued to play important roles in serving the community. In addition to contributing financially to the Mission, the Battered Women’s Center, the Sugar Maple Day Care Center, and the Southern Vermont Women’s Center, members volunteered to serve at blood drawings, the Well Baby Clinic, and to maintain the hospital Bookwagon, which was perennially in need of new magazines and paperbacks. Meanwhile, it was continuing to provide $1,000 and more annually, toward the maintenance and operation of the Center. Each year brought a fund-raising goal of upwards of $2,000 to be raised through the rummage sales, dues which had by then been raised to $15 per year, and some combination of other fund-raisers including goods and services auctions.
At the February 29, 1984 meeting, it was remarked under Old Business that the synagogue needed a new roof. Alas, in Vermont, roof problems arise with distressing regularity and the synagogue unfortunately has not escaped this fact of life. One member recalls attending his first Center meeting in the early 1970s and, never having attended a synagogue meeting before, wondering if the men might take up issues of Jewish theology or the latest turn of events in the Middle East. How naïve...no, the evening’s agenda was dominated by the subject of roof leaks—that and members in arrears!
The Sisterhood slate of officers for 1985 included: Shelley Gartner, President; Brenda Cohen, Vice-President; Ruth Rosenberg, Treasurer; Bonnie Cohen, Secretary.
More to come…

